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Notes for Contributors 
 

1. Editorial Policy and Peer Review 

The Journal of Irish Archaeology is a peer-reviewed annual journal comprising 
articles on Irish archaeology and related topics. The articles may arise from various 
types of research including synthesis, survey, excavation and methodological 
developments. Researchers working in ancillary disciplines are also welcome to 
contribute. Submissions that place Irish material in a broad European or global 
context are particularly encouraged.  

Please note that articles must have a strong analytical component. For example, 
articles reporting on excavations should include substantial discussion sections in 
which the broader implications of the site(s) are considered.  

All papers received are sent to one, or occasionally two, academic referees and the 
editor acts on their advice, forwarding comments to the author as applicable. All 
refereeing is anonymous. 

In the case of reports on pre-development excavations authors are strongly 
encouraged to help cover the cost of publication by seeking sponsorship from the 
relevant archaeology company, commissioning body or developer.   

 

2. Length 

Articles should be no longer than about 10,000 words including bibliography, tables, 
and captions. Authors considering submission of articles of greater length must 
discuss them with the editor in advance of submission.  

 

3. Copy Date and Submission of Manuscripts 

The Journal is usually published in the last quarter of the year. The final date for 
receipt of draft texts for publication in any volume is the 1st of February of the 
year of publication. Depending on the number of articles submitted, even approved 
papers submitted before this date cannot be guaranteed publication in the next 
volume, so earlier submission is strongly encouraged. 

Preferably after initial correspondence with the editor, prospective contributors 
should submit for consideration two paper copies of all text, tables and 
bibliography. Copy should be A4 size and double-spaced throughout. Likewise, two 
printed sets of figures and plates should be submitted with the manuscript. Do not 
send originals until your paper has been accepted. An electronic copy of the article 
(though not necessarily the illustrations) should also be submitted to the editor at 
this stage. 

Apart from adhering to JIA conventions, do not attempt to format papers in house-
style as this will be done by the printer; a considerable amount of time can be wasted 
un-doing format commands. 

Texts that have been refereed and accepted will be returned, with the referee’s 
comments and any other relevant instructions (such as turn-around time), to the 
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contributors for correction/amendment. Final copy should be returned to the editor 
in both ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ copy along with illustrations and captions (see below). Once 
the text has been copy-edited and typeset, page-proofs will be returned to the 
authors for final approval. 

 

4. Authors’ Addresses  

The names and addresses of all principal authors should be provided. Where there 
are a large number of specialist contributors their addresses will not normally be 
printed. The editor will usually correspond only with the individual author who 
submits the paper.  

 

5. Abstract  

An abstract should be supplied of no more than 500 words. It should describe the 
main content of the paper, results, and conclusion. 

 

6. Referencing and Bibliography 

The JIA employs the Harvard referencing system. 

 

In-text citations should be referenced using author and year in parentheses, e.g. 
(Hanson 1997), (Hanson 1997, 145-8), or ‘Hanson (1997, 123) says…’ In the case of 
two author citations both names should appear (e.g. Corry and Miller 1973) and 
where there are three or more authors use the first author followed by et al., e.g. 
Fisher et al. 1956. Note, no comma after author’s name. Semicolon between multiple 
references (Hanson 1997; 1999; Jones 1982). Generally where multiple references 
are cited they should be given in chronological order, or with the major reference 
first. A ‘forthcoming’ paper is one that has been accepted for publication and for 
which it is possible to cite details of the book or journal in which it will appear. Full 
bibliographical reference should be available in the case of ‘in press’ papers. 

  
Appendices do not require separate bibliography or figure numbers. 

 
Bibliography: Journal and book series titles are always given in full. Books 
should have place of publication. Papers in multi-author volumes require page 
numbers. All authors’ names should be cited in full - et al. is not acceptable in the 
bibliography. The correct date for a paper in a journal is the year for which the 
journal was published, not the calendar year in which it was published. If 
publication is several years behind schedule the actual year of publication may be 
given in square brackets at the end of the reference. The following are examples of 
different types of entry. Please refer to the most recent volume of JIA for further 
examples. Please type each entry as a normal paragraph without any indents, the 
typesetter will add the paragraph formatting.  

 

Books 

Tolin-Smith, C. 1997. Landscape archaeology in Tyndale. Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Wood-Martin, W. G. 1886 The lake dwellings of Ireland. London. 
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Ingold, T. (ed.) 1996. Key debates in anthropology. London. 

Papers in edited books 

Ó Floinn R. 2000. Freestone Hill, Co. Kilkenny: a re-assessment. In A. P. Smyth (ed.) 
Seanchas: Studies in early and medieval Irish archaeology, history and literature in 

honour of Francis J. Byrne, 12-29. Dublin. 

McErlean, T. 1983. The Irish townland system of landscape organisation. In T. 
Reeves-Smith and F. Hammond (eds) Landscape archaeology in Ireland. British 
Archaeological Reports (British Series) 116, 315-40. Oxford. 

Roymans, N. and Theuws, F. 1999 Long-term perspectives on man and landscape in 
the Meuse-Demer-Scheldt region: an introduction. In N. Roymans and F. Theuws 
(eds) Land and ancestors. Cultural dynamics in the Urnfield Period and the Middle 

Ages in southern Netherlands, 1-32. Amsterdam. 

 

Articles in journals and periodicals 

Mount, C. 1997. Adolf Mahr’s excavations of an early Bronze Age cemetery at 
Keenoge, Co. Meath. Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy 97C, 1-68. 

Eogan, G. 1990. Ballynee souterrains, County Meath. Journal of the Royal Society of 

Antiquaries of Ireland 120, 60-62. 

Moore, F. 1990. Appendix 4: Ogam stones. In Eogan, G. Ballynee souterrains, 
County Meath. Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland 120, 60-62. 

 

Unpublished theses 

Drapier, T. 1978 Analysis of food residue in medieval cooking vessels. Unpublished 
PhD thesis, University College Dublin. 

 

7. Tables, Illustrations and Endnotes  

Tables should be submitted at the end of the text not integrated within it. Each 
table should be on a separate sheet headed with the authors’ name(s) and the title of 
the paper and presented double spaced with caption to the top and any notes at the 
bottom. In tables of numbers please place a dash or 0 where there is no entry. All 
proof corrections to tables are expensive so all should be checked very carefully 
before submission. 

 

Illustrations are normally submitted as electronic files, preferably in TIFF or high 
quality JPEG format. Black-and-white artwork (e.g. line diagrams, graphs etc.) 
should be sent as digital images at a minimum width of 135mm @ 600 pixels per inch 
and a maximum height of 200mm. Photographs should be sent as digital images at a 
minimum width of 135mm @ 300 pixels per inch and a maximum height of 200mm. 
Please ensure that the file names of all illustrations submitted in electronic format 
include the author's name and figure number. Please supply hard copy as well for 
reference. All non-electronic images submitted, including line drawings and 
photographic prints, will be scanned by the printer for publication. It is the 
responsibility of the author to ensure that permission is obtained for illustrations 
from copyright holders and to agree on the wording of acknowledgement of 
permission to reproduce. 
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Figure captions should be presented as a separate list and should be numbered in 
one sequence. Please indicate where the illustrations, plates and tables should be 
placed in the text. 

 

Endnotes: Footnotes are not employed in the JIA but endnotes are used. They 
should, however, be kept to a minimum and should be numbered sequentially in the 
text (all word-processing programmes apply this automatically). 

 

8. Radiocarbon Dates  

All cited radiocarbon determinations should be expressed in both radiocarbon 
years BP (Before Present - AD 1950) and as calibrated dates. The laboratory 
reference number should always be quoted (e.g. UB 3456, 2678±60 BP). 
Calibrated dates should be quoted at two standard deviations (i.e. 95.4% 
confidence), unless otherwise specifically stated, and cited as cal. BC/AD. Note that 
BC goes after the date, while AD goes before it (e.g. 180 cal. BC – cal. AD 15). 

 
Calibration curves are regularly up-dated and radiocarbon results should be 
calibrated using an up-to-date, propriety software programme (these can be 
downloaded very easily from the Internet). For the Northern Hemisphere the most 
up-to-date calibration curves are IntCal04 for terrestrial samples and Marine04  
for marine samples.  These curves are utilised in the programs CALIB 5.0,  
OxCal 3.10, BCal, and WinCal25. The programme and dataset (vis the authors of the 
calibration curve applied in the calibration programme) used in the calibration 
should be cited and referenced. 

 
A typical citation might read like this: UB 6543, 2065±34 BP; 180 cal. BC – cal. AD 
15 
95.4% probability (after Reimer et al. 2004*; CALIB 5.0).  

*P. J. Reimer, M. G. L. Baillie, E. Bard, A. Bayliss, J. W. Beck, C. Bertrand, P. G. 
Blackwell, C. E. Buck, G. Burr, K. B. Cutler, P. E. Damon, R. L. Edwards, R. G. 
Fairbanks, M Friedrich,TP Guilderson, KA Hughen, B Kromer, FG McCormac, S 
Manning, C. Bronk Ramsey, R. W. Reimer, S. Remmele, J. R. Southon, M. Stuiver, S. 
Talamo, F. W. Taylor, J. van der Plicht, and C. E. Weyhenmeyer (2004), Radiocarbon 
46,1029-1058.  

 

9. Off-prints  

Fifteen off-prints will be supplied free for single author papers, twenty for multi-
author papers. Further off-prints can be ordered at proof-stage only. Off-prints are 
sent direct to the author from the printers.   

 

 

The Editor, 

May 2009 


